
Is Bad Breath 
Keeping You 
and Your Pet 
Apart?

The most common cause of bad 
breath is dental disease.

By age 3, over 70% of 
cats and dogs have 
started developing 
dental or gum disease.

Did you Know...?

Chester Valley offers 
FREE dental exams. 
One of our licensed 
technicians will answer 
your questions, discuss 
dental care, check your 
pet’s mouth and help 
you make a plan for their 
continued oral health.

1571 Muldoon Rd. (907) 333-6591
Anchorage, AK  99504 healthypetalaska.com

What’s going on in your 
pet’s mouth?

Clean Teeth, Healthy Gums

Severe Tartar

Red, Receding Gums



What happens during a 
“dental cleaning”?

★Careful examination of each tooth
★Removal of tartar and calculus 
★X-rays of any areas where 

advanced disease is suspected.
★Removal of any loose, infected or 

diseased teeth.
★Polishing of all teeth 
★Full monitoring of vital signs 

throughout anesthesia
★Any necessary medications
★An oral recheck 2 weeks later

All of this together leads 
to a clean, healthy mouth 
and a happy, healthy pet!

Painful dental conditions can 
develop gradually. As a result, 
owners that notice their pet 
starting to “act grumpy” or 
“get old” are often actually 
seeing signs of dental pain.  

Many pets act years younger 
following dental treatment.

Signs to Watch For: 

•Bad breath  

• Tartar accumulation 

• Loose or discolored teeth  

•Redness along the gum line 

•Receding gums 

• Loss of interest in chew toys or tug-
type games 

•Drooling or dropping food from the 
mouth  

•Refusal to let you touch near their 
mouth  

Dangers of Dental Disease

In addition to being uncomfortable, 
dental disease can pose a serious 
threat to your pet’s overall health. 
Bacteria from an infected mouth can 
get into the bloodstream and cause 
damage to the heart, kidneys and 
other major organs.

How You Can Help

The best thing you can do at home to 
keep your pet’s teeth healthy is to 
brush them regularly (daily is ideal).

Be sure to use a toothpaste designed 
for pets. Go slowly until your pet 
becomes accustomed to brushing. And 
keep it fun! Lots of praise and treats 
can teach your pet to look forward to 
toothbrushing.

But if dental disease has set in, 
toothbrushing won’t be enough, 
your pet will need a dental cleaning.


